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THE TORN CURTAIN:
A CLOSER LOOK AT WHAT
THOSE WHO WERE RAPTURED
UNDERSTOOD AND BELIEVED.
_______________________________________

Unpaid sin causes separation from God,
our Creator.
While Jesus (God’s Son), was here on earth, He would always pray by
addressing the King of Heaven with affectionate familiarity, calling Him
“Abba”, or Father.

But on the day that Jesus hung on the cross, just before He died, He cried
out: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which means “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?” (Mark 15:34).
At that moment, Jesus took the sins of
the whole world upon Himself and God
turned away from His beloved Son.
God’s Holy wrath against sin came
upon Jesus in full force and the world
became dark.
Matthew 27:45 “from noon until
three in the afternoon darkness
came over the whole land.”
God's wrath is His settled, controlled,
holy antagonism against all sin. And
yet He took the initiative in His sheer unmerited love and turned His wrath
away by His own blood. How He accomplished this is the Christian Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake He (God) made Him (Jesus) to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in Him (Jesus) we might become the
righteousness of God.
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God, Three individuals in One (Matthew 3:16-17), is an Eternal Being. He
was never created. He has always existed and He alone is God: “I Am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord God. “I Am
the God who is, and who was, and who will come. I Am the Mighty One.”
(Revelation 1:8)
He made Angels and People like Himself – eternal, sentient beings with free
will. Yet He made humans with one extra special quality: He made mankind in
His image. In Genesis 1:26 God said: “Let Us make man in Our image . . .
male and female He (Jesus) created them.”
God’s respectful, loving, kind and just character was reflected in gifting His
sentient creation with the power to choose: The Lord is good to all; He has
compassion on all He has made (Psalm 145:9).
He designed Angels and Humans to have a relationship with Him; a close
friendship! Knowing that a genuine relationship can never be forced or
commanded, God granted each the choice to get to know Him and love Him
(as He loves us all). Having no part in anything counterfeit (Numbers 23:19;
1 Samuel 15:29; Hebrews 6:18; Romans 10:11), only an authentic
relationship with us would suffice.
But endowing sentient beings with free will carried a huge risk: we might rebel
against Him, turn away and deny Him as God - crowning ourselves Ruler of
our own lives; the very lives He gave to us: Then the Lord God formed man of
dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being (Genesis 2:7).
Sovereign over all (Isaiah 44:6), omniscient (all-knowing), omnipresent
(everywhere all at once, in time and space; Isaiah 46:9-10), Almighty God –
incredibly - made Himself vulnerable to the risk that we might reject Him
because . . .

We were never made to be remotecontrolled robots or puppets on a string.
Love has no part in tyranny.
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Long before humans came on the scene, there were angels. And of all the
angels that God created (which are too numerous to count - Hebrews 12:22),
one stood out in the crowd. His name was Lucifer.
Lucifer was a magnificent being with a unique ministry in Heaven. He was
established by God to be the angel of worship; one whose ministry
surrounded the heart of heaven. He was created by God to dwell eternally in
the throne room of heaven, in the very presence of God (Ezekiel 28:14).
There was nothing standard (for an angel), about his appearance. Adorned
with gold and precious stones, he truly fit the meaning of his name ‘Son of the
Morning’ or, ‘Morning Star’ (Ezekiel 28:13). He was a step above the other
angels, not only in appearance but also in intellect. Lucifer’s wisdom far
exceeded that of other angelic beings. He understood the ways of God.
But one day, he began to consider his position of prominence. Lucifer became
prideful and began to desire for himself the honour and glory that belonged to
God alone. He began to desire to become like the Most High (Ezekiel 28:17).
Isaiah 14:2 tells us of Lucifer's choice: "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my
throne above the stars of God; I will sit on the mount of assembly on the
heights of Zaphon; I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I will make myself
like the Most High." The word "stars" here does not refer to what we see in
the night sky but refers to the angels of God. In other words, "I will take over
heaven, I will be God." He did not want to be God's servant. He did not want
to do what he was created to do.
That moment right there, shown in the above verse, represented the
actual beginning of sin in the universe. Sin originated in the free will of
Lucifer, in which – with a full understanding of what he was attempting –
he chose to rebel against the Creator. God does not share
His glory, nor does He permit another to receive worship. So
before Lucifer had a chance to make his move, he was removed
from the presence of God: “I threw you to the earth” (Ezekiel
28:17). Cast out of heaven like a bolt of lightning, Lucifer was
stripped of his beauty and being absolutely and completely cast
out of God’s heavenly government, he lost his place of authority
(Luke 10:18). Fallen and committed to his path of rebellion,
Lucifer became corrupt and his power became completely
perverted (Isaiah 14:12,16-17). His name was also changed to
Satan (‘Adversary’); the Devil. The Bible tells us that one-third of
the angels rebelled with Satan and became demons: “His tail swept down a
third of the stars of heaven and cast them to earth” (Revelation 12:24).
Satan became known as the “Prince of the Power of the Air”, the god of
this world, causing (natural and spiritual) havoc on the earth; establishing
spiritual kingdoms of darkness throughout the whole world; enslaving
people’s hearts and minds with lies that would take them as far as possible
from the knowledge of their own
4 cursed state and Jesus’ remedy for it.

Adam and Eve were the first humans ever created. They came to be in a
pristine, perfect, sinless world and they were also sinless and innocent. Life
was beautiful, peaceful, vegan and completely death-free. They knew God
and were close to Him; each knew His love for them.
This was God’s original design.

But Satan hated God’s new world and His beloved children. So he looked for
an opportunity to destroy both.
God had one rule in this exquisite paradise: Don’t eat from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. And so Satan disguised himself and tempted
God’s image-bearers to distrust their Creator and believe the same lie that he
himself still coveted – to be like God.
Genesis 3:1-5 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals
the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows
that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.”
Adam and Eve chose to disregard God’s warning and they ate,
causing them to commit the first sin in that perfect place. They
brought the whole world under a curse (The Fall), culminating in
(immediate) spiritual death and (future) physical death for every
person from that moment on. God mercifully sent them out of
the Garden so that they would not have access to the fruit of the
Tree of Life (Genesis 3:22-24). If they ate from that tree then
Adam and Eve would be permanently stuck in a cursed-state.
Thankfully God had other plans at the ready to protect and
rescue His beloved children from the possibility of this
hopeless future.
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The repercussions on the earth were huge. Animals changed. With death
came predator and prey. The earth became a hard place to live in. Peace and
harmony on earth were lost.
We have seen the dysfunction and misery of the sin-curse operating in the
world every day. We’ve got death, disease, crime, greed, corruption, war,
decay, sadness, depression, heartache, selfishness, addictions, loss, pain,
natural disasters, betrayal, mistakes, lies, accidents, pollution, aging . . . The
list goes on and on . . . and on. Even good things come with some kind of
problem. Nothing is perfect. It’s a mess! And it is all evidence of being
separated from God along with the sinful rebellion of denying His Lordship
and counsel.

But it’s not all been bad. It has been more than possible to have fun here on
earth. What of blue skies, friends and ice cream? Why? Because God’s good
presence has been on the earth with us: “Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not
change like the shifting shadows” (James 1:17).
What could some of those good gifts be? Music, art, medicine, laughter . . .
Anything that helps people or brings them joy and blesses their lives. True,
the curse still affects even the good things, but the benefit to mankind remains
– it hasn’t been taken away. This life is cursed, but it is not hell.
Hell is the absence of anything good – therefore the absence of God.
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Sin, which separates us from a Holy and good God, is a serious problem
indeed. But this problem only gets really serious when we enter Eternity; the
Afterlife. Although we are cursed and our bodies eventually die, our spirits
remain Eternal, and life will continue for us either with God or without Him.
Again, it’s our choice.
God hates the separation that sin causes between Himself and us. He wants
you back, safe with Him. The moment Adam and Eve sinned, God promised
that from a woman the Messiah would come to rectify the sin-mess Satan had
made: And I (God) will put enmity between you (Satan) and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers (Jesus); He (Jesus) will crush your (Satan’s)
head, and you (Satan) will strike His (Jesus’) heel.” (Genesis 3:15).
Jesus would one day be the final victor, striking the Enemy with a headcrushing blow. God would send His Son to rectify our eternally cursed state
and rescue us.
Until that appointed time when Jesus would come to earth, God set out to
reconnect and educate a chosen people on the earth about Himself – their
Creator. After the Fall, every single human - now under the curse – would be
born into sin, making them ‘children of wrath’ (Ephesians 2:1-3) and enemies
of God: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who
understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away . . .”
(Romans 3:10-12). So of all the people on the earth, God called a man named
Abram (later renamed Abraham), to follow Him and out of his descendants the
nation of Israel was born. This people-group (called-out by God and set-apart
for Him), was to be an example to the rest of the world of God’s existence and
His righteous ways. In particular: to accomplish His plan to redeem the entire
world back to Himself.
He inspired the Bible through the Holy Spirit to the Israelites (“All Scripture is
God-breathed . . .” 2 Timothy 3:16), not as a manual on how to be a religious,
good person - but to reveal Himself to all people because of the separation
– showing His heart and His love for everyone so that we might learn about
this separation and our dire need to be saved. The Bible’s progressive
revelation to mankind happened slowly, over thousands of years.
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The Bible taught that sin always brings death: “the wages of sin is (eternal)
death” (Romans 6:23). That death must be counteracted with life: “For the life
of all flesh is in its blood” (Leviticus 17:14) and that “. . . without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (Hebrews 9:22).
Long before Jesus’ arrival, God designed places where the Israelites could
make yearly animal sacrifices for their sins so He could remain close to them.
The first structure was called the Tabernacle: Then the Lord spoke to Moses,
saying, “Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man
whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution . . . Let them construct
a sanctuary (the Tabernacle) for Me, that I may dwell among them.”
(Exodus 25:1-8)
God does not desire the blood and suffering of helpless lambs, or any animal
for that matter (Hebrews 10:8). But Biblical text repeatedly shows that where
there is sin, the unavoidable result is death. The sacrifice of the innocent lamb
points to the severity of sin and for God to be just, sin must always be atoned
for (Hebrews 9:22). God's compassion enabled the sins of Israel to be
transferred upon the lamb: one, in place of many. More importantly, these
sacrifices foreshadowed a greater sacrifice yet to take place -- the sacrifice of
the Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ. God knew that these continual sacrifices
were only sufficient to pay for the sins of Israel, and not all the sins of the
entire human race. Therefore, God provided Jesus Christ as the ultimate
sacrificial lamb, which became the greatest act of love in all history. The blood
of Christ, once and for all, atoned for the wrongs of all who would accept Him
as their Saviour (1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5; Hebrews 10:14;
John 1:29).
And so, just as the yearly sacrifice in the Tabernacle pointed to Jesus (our
better sacrifice), the Law - which included the 10
Commandments (the moral law) - was designed to
point the Israelite’s (and the whole world’s), need for a
saviour as well. By defining sin, God determined to
educate everyone about the impossibly high standards
(for a fallen people) to holiness, and in doing so,
expose the world’s inability to keep and follow the law
perfectly and save themselves. As the Scriptures say,
"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all" (James 2:10).
Later, a more permanent structure was built, called the Temple. A total of two
Temples were built and eventually destroyed in Jerusalem over many years
due to wars and invasions from neighbouring nations. The Jewish people
would often disobey God, leading to national calamity.
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Both the Tabernacle and Temple had the same basic layout. Most
importantly: The Holy of Holies, where God’s presence rested on top of the
Ark of the Covenant in the area known as the Mercy Seat (between the wings
of the two Cherubim / ‘covering angels’). Entrance to the Holy of Holies was
blocked by a massive curtain. God put the Temple curtain there for the safety
of His people for no one could enter into the
Holy of Holies and live: one born into sin
cannot survive before a Holy God when
operating under the Law – protocols had to be
adhered to. The curtain represented the
separation of a Holy God from sinful mankind
(Isaiah 59:2). The size and thickness of the
curtain ensured that no one would accidentally
fall into the Holy of Holies as the veil was 60
feet long, 30 feet wide, and was about one inch
thick. It was so massive and heavy that it took
300 priests to manipulate it. There was no way that someone could
inadvertently trip and stumble into the Holy of Holies and subsequently die as
a result. Worshippers could never enter the Holy of Holies — “only the
high priest, once a year” (Leviticus 16) when the blood of a lamb was
sprinkled on the Mercy Seat for the atonement of sins.
For approximately 400 years God revealed Himself in the Tabernacle
(Exodus 25:8). For another approximate 400 years, God revealed Himself in
the Temple (1 Kings 8:17-20). In both the Tabernacle and the Temple, God
showed His abiding presence as a brilliant light or fire (Hebrew word:
Shekinah). We would not know God had He not chosen to reveal Himself to
us. We would not be able to approach God had He not come down to our
level, communed and ‘worked things out’ with us.
And so, all the rituals and laws pointed to the need for Jesus to be our
complete and perfect sacrifice and eternal High Priest before God.
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On the night Christ was born, “the glory of God shone round about” (Luke
2:9). God’s manifest presence which once hovered above the Ark of the
Covenant in the Holy of Holies, returned to us in the person of Jesus.
Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (being fully God
and fully man): The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that
reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)
Laying aside His Heavenly glory to live among us, God became a human in
Jesus Christ and His genealogy can be traced precisely through key figures in
Bible like King Solomon, King David, all the way back to Abraham (Matthew
1:1-17). Jesus came to reveal God further to us and settle the sin-separation
problem once and for all (John 14:6-7). He embodied God’s loving pursuit
and plan to permanently reconcile and reunite fallen mankind to Himself.
His sinless life meant that He fulfilled the requirements of the Law, qualifying
Him to be our perfect, substitutionary sacrifice for sin: “Do not think that I
(Jesus) have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any
means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew
5:17-18)
1 Peter 2:22 . . who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth;
1 John 3:5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in

Him there is no sin.
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with

our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin.
Fulfillment of the Law meant freedom from the Law; freedom from God’s
wrath and condemnation. That’s why God sent Jesus: because His Son
could turn things around for all of us.
Matthew 20:28 “. . . the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many [paying the price to set them free
from the penalty of sin].”
God loves us all this much!
Romans 8:32 “He did not spare His own Son, but gave Him (Jesus) up
for us all . . .”
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Accepting or rejecting Christ’s payment on our behalf is our God-given choice.
However, having the freedom to reject Christ does not mean that we call the
shots. God is a just God and must have payment for sin. Without Christ, Hell
will be our punishment for the debt we cannot pay because our eternal spirits
are wrecked with sin.
Hell is total and permanent separation from God. But what does that mean?
It means separation from all that is good: Taste and see that the Lord is
good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him (Psalm 34:8).
James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like the shifting
shadows.”
It means separation from Life and Light: This the message we have heard
from Him and declare to you: God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all
(1 John 1:5)
Psalm 36:9 For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light.
John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
It means separation from Love: “…God is love.” (1 John 4:8)
Notice that it doesn’t say God is loving. It says He is Love. He is the
personification of Love. God is loving and good all the time. But what is love?
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres.
God’s description of love is truly remarkable. What stands out the most in this
passage is the theme of RESPECT. God is a very respectful person. He is
kind and honourable. He is the perfect gentleman. He is a true friend.
Why would anyone ever wish to be separated from someone like Him?
All the Christians who were Raptured heartily agree! But it’s not too late
for you. Jesus is still extending His gift of salvation to you this very
hour. He reminds us all: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one's life for one's friends” (John 15:13).
He is calling YOU His friend. How will you choose to respond?
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God of Light.
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The

Good Shepherd,
who gives up His
life for His sheep.
(John 10:11-18)
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On the day that Jesus gave up His life on the cross, darkness came, the earth
quaked and the rocks split (Matthew 27:51) and the dead were raised to life
(Matthew 27:52). And just seconds before he died, Jesus cried out: “It is
finished!”
John 19:28-30 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now
accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!”. Now a
vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour
wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received
the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His
spirit.
"It is finished" is the English translation of the Greek word Tetelestai. This
word comes from the verb teleo, which means "to bring to an end, to
complete, to accomplish." It's a crucial word because it signifies the
successful end to a particular course of action. It means "I did exactly what I
set out to do." But there's more here than the verb itself. Tetelestai is in the
perfect tense in Greek. This speaks of an action that has been completed in
the past with results continuing into the present. It's different from the past
tense which looks back to an event and says, "This happened." The perfect
tense adds the idea that "This happened and it is still in effect today."
When Jesus cried out "It is finished", He meant "It was finished in the
past, it is still finished in the present, and it will remain finished in the
future."
This was the Saviour's final cry of victory. When He died, He left no unfinished
business behind. All sin, past, present, and future, was paid for. When He
said, "It is finished", He was speaking the truth.
Dead and sealed in a tomb for a period of 3 days, Jesus rose from the dead
on the 3rd day, reversing the curse of death for all who would believe in Him.
1 Corinthians 15:55-57 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is
your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Revelation 1:17-18 When I saw Him (Jesus), I fell down at His feet like a
dead man. But He placed His right hand on me and said, “Stop being afraid! I
am the First and the Last, the Living One. I was dead—but look!—I am alive
forever and ever! I have the keys of Death and Hades.”
Romans 5:12; 17 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man
(Adam), and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people,
because all sinned . . . For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ!”
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On that day, the need for sacrifices in the Temple was done away with,
and the Curtain separating people from the Holy of Holies
was miraculously torn from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51).
Jesus forever made it possible for all who would believe,
to come freely to God.

Hebrews 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a Great High Priest who has
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the
faith we profess. For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted
in every way, just as we are—yet He did not sin. Let us then
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Come to God in the name of Jesus
and be saved!
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Romans 10:13
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